We imputed missing values for all considered echocardiographic and inflammatory parameters and the covariates taken into account (see Table 1 in the main text). For each regression analysis, we took 20 separate imputations of one imputation model into account; that is, missing values were simulated 20 times and all of these simulations were included in the regression analysis. In order to assess the reliability of the multiple imputation used, we analysed differences in the statistical analysis within several regression analyses obtained by the same multiple imputation model. The differences in estimates and confidence intervals within each regression analysis (each consisting of 20 imputations) were all smaller than 0.1% and, thus, indicated the sufficient reliability of this method. In order to obtain normally distributed variables, we transformed nonnormally distributed variables using the Box-Cox transformation or a logarithmic transformation.
To apply the method of multiple imputation, we used the procedures PROC MI and PROC MIANALYZE, both implemented in SAS ® , Version 9.3. The statistical analysis itself was conducted using PROC REG and PROC GPLOT, respectively. Lower and upper whiskers display the 2% and 98% quintiles, respectively. Notches display the 95% confidence interval of the median (shortened horizontal line). The box represents subjects between the 25% and 75% quintile. P-values refer to group comparison (RPWD <0.42 and
